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126 Account of an Infcribed Rock at Dighton. 

The moufe was of the fpecies, called by the Count de Buf- 
fon, the long tailed f eld moufe, or with us, from its fhape, colour 
and activity, the deer moufe. 

There was no appearance that the ground ever had been 
broken up, nor was there any communication from this fub- 
flance with the external air, or furrounding earth. In fhort, 
we faw no reafon to doubt that the moufe had been immur- 
ed for a century, 

DAVID ANDREWS, 

Signed in prefence of "} 

Oliver Fiske. 5 
Worcefter, March $d, 1803. 
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Account of an fitfcmbed ' -Rock, at Dighton, in tbe Commonwealth 
,of Majfacbufetts, accompanied -with a copy of the Infcription. 
By JAMES WINTHROP, Efq. 

IN Taunton river, about fix miles below the town of 
Taunton, and within the limits of Dighton, is a rock contain- 
ing an hieroglyphical infcription, which has long engaged the 
attention of the curious. The esck is 0n the* eaftefn fide of 
the river, upon the beach, and the infcribed fide fronts about 
northwefterly. At the loweft tides the water retires from the 
foot of it, buc at high water it is commonly covered. ^The 
longeft fide contains the infcription, and looks toward the 
channel of the river, and is the natural face of the rock, not 

fmoothed 
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fmoothed by aft. It is on this fide ten feet fix inches long, 
and four "fee£ two inches wide. The height is not fo great, 
for the plane declines about thirty degrees from the perpen- 
dicular, fo that the top of the rock is about two feet from a 
perfon Handing by the bafe of the infcribed fide. The other 
fides are fhorter, and drawn to a point toward the fhore, and 
are rough, as if large pieces had been broken oiF. The rock 
is of a dull reddifli colour^ which is common' with the ftones 
in that neighbourhood. Tradition informs us, that in the 
laft century it flood as nrnch as four rods from the river, but 
the inhabitants by digging round it, upon the foolifh expecta- 
tion of finding money, gave a paflage to the tide. 

It is agreed, on all hands, that the infcription is hieroglyphi- 
cal; but for want of a perfect copy of it no fatisfactory expla- 
nation has been given. A very imperfect copy was publiihed 
early in this century in the philosophical tranfactions of the 
Royal Society of London. About twenty years ago a much 
more complete one was taken by the learned Profeflbr Sewall,. 
and is depofited in. the Mufeum of the Univerfity in Cam- 
bridge. The lower part of the rock has been for a long time 
coated with mofs and dirt, which concealed a confider- 
able part of the infcription, and the fhortnefs.of the time, 
which the tide leaves it, makes it impoffible, in the common 
method of copying, to be perfectly exad. This will abun- 
dantly account for any deficiency or imperfection in the copy 
taken by Profeflbr Sewall, whofe habitual accuracy and atten- 
tion are well known, 

In 
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In the courfe of laft Auguft, upon the invitation of Judge 
Baylies, of Dighton, I went to view the rock, and take a copy 
of it. We were aflifted by Rev. Mr. Weft, and Col. Edward 
Pope, both of New Bedford, and Rev. Mr. Smith, of Dighton, 
Weipent one day in cleaning the face of the rock, tracing the 
character, and painting it black, beginning to work when the 
tide had fallen, fo as not to be above our knees, and finifhed 
this operation when the water was about as deep, upon the 
flood. The next day, which was the fourteenth of Auguft, 
the fame company went to the rock, provided with a large 
meet of paper, of the whole fize of the infcription, and after 
retracing the character with paint, to cure any vifcidity which 
the firft paint might have contracted from the extreme heat 
of the weather, we applied the paper to the face of the rock, 
two of us managing the ends of the fheet, and the remainder, 
with towels, which we dipt into the river, prefling the paper 
upon the rock. This made the paper conform to the furface, 
and the paint prefently began to appear through it. As foon 
as the paper was dry enough to be removed, we laid it upon 
the fhore and completed the character with ink. Afterward 
I brought it home, and,4^Hjgiag-k~wp^^W-ligb€, traced the 
inscription with ink upon the Other fide of the paper, it hav- 
ing been reverfed by the manner of copying from the rock. 
Having thus completed the copy, I had a large pentagraph 
made, which would expand thirteen feet, and by this means 

have 
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have made a fair draft, which I requeft the Academy to ac- 
cept.* 

The infcription comes within eight inches of the bottom of 
the rock, and runs off at the top and ends, which makes it 
highly probable, that it has fufFered confiderably fince it was 
fibril wrought The character is generally about half an inch 
wide and very fhallow, appearing as if it were made by fbme 
pointed inftrument. In the copy I have marked it by parallel 
lines, and their diftance mows the width of it upon the rock. 
The iingle circles reprefent dots, and where there are two 
concentric circles, they reprefent a ring or circle in the orig- 
inal work. 

I have been more particular in defcribing the procefs of 
taking the copy, becaufe I believe it to be, the firft time in 
which it has been adopted, and appears in practice to be 
fimple and exact. 

Cambridge^ Nov. 10, 1788. 

MEDICAL 

* Hate III, exhibits a reduced reprefentation of Mr. Winthrop's original draft j 
accurately traoed under his infpe&ion. 
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